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Gritty rural women who are rewriting rules|
of entrepreneurship and social change

On IntT Day of Rural Women, meet resilient achievers who have overcome immense social and economic challenges |

Prayagraj: In rural
India’s tradition-bound,
male-dominated social
struclures, many lenacious
wolnen are rewrniting the
ritles of gl:'nii:'r_]hxl'lt,:;. With
their resourcefulness and
grit, they are not only cre-
ating behavioural change
but il blazing a trail for
other women to follow.
Their stones tell us of the
vasi untapped poiential of
rural women who, with the
right guidance and suppori,
can rise above a multitude
of challenges and drive so-
cial change

An overview of women
who are transforming nar-
ratives with their work in
areas like social justice and
reproductive health.

Anmn Kumari, Nawada:
Annu Kuman, from Amerwan
im the Rajauli subdivision of
MNawada district, Bihar, ex-
emplifies the power of in-
tentionality in a socially
backward milien. Expected
b0 get married at 20, she val-
lanily resisted social and
famihal pressure. Guided by
her mentor Sheela Deva from
Kishor Samooh, 3 program
run by Population Founda-
thon of India, Annu defied
societal mormis 1o become a
youth champion, She initi-

aied dialogee around men-
strual hygiene, nutrition,
and reprodueciive health
and advocated againsi
child marages She also
redirectied Munds meant for
her dowry towards her edu-
cation and, |r|*=p|rr:d by a
traffic police officer. even-
tually decided to join the
Bihar Police Tramming Acod-
emy. which was around
00k from her village. To-
day, she has successfully
shifted social biases apound
daughters in her commu-
nity and has emenged as a
role model for young girls,

Sania Kumar:,
Darbhanga: Sansa Kuman. a
12th-grade student from a
small willage in the
Drarbhanga district of Bihar,
has emerged as a dedicated
youth champion, proving
ihat even young individu-
als can l'ngr.lldrt |h:rar|:||'|g
ful change. As a torch-
bearer of grassrools ef forts,
she has  successfully
helped bridge knowledge
gaps in commumnities where
talking about menstruation
remains 4 faboo and girls
are expected to keep their
period-related challenges to
themselves. Her journey
began in 20017 when she
joined an sdolescent group

and learned abowt men-
struation. She quickly be-
came an active advocsie,
working to reduce stigma
and misinformation sround
menistiual bealth, By 2020,

adolescenis easy socess (o
pads. Her determination to
drive positive change
aligne with her ambition to
pursue medicine, demon-
sirating the power of indi-

et efforns camed her the
tithe of youth chamypion, and
she became the leader of the
Ekta Kishori Samuh (a
group under a Population
Foundation of India pro-
gram that has built the ca-
pacities of over [0, 00
youth [0 ruise awarencss
about Adolescent Repro-
ductive and Sexoal Health,
ARSH). She also created a
sanitary pad bank 1o give

vidual commitiment W Coami-
munity well-being. Sania's
sory inspires many girls
from rural communities.
showing that through dis-
semanating sccurale infonmes-
tion, even a | 7-vear-old girl
can develop a commumnity-
centred solution o address
a pressing hygiene need
Anguru V.n.ullj':.‘u,
Jhabua: Anguri Vasuniva,
firom Choti Ghendi Village in

Prilawsd, Thabua hails from
an mpoverished family and
studied only up to class
10th. She was then married
off at the age of 18 and mi-
grated o Gujaral with her
husband., looking for work
Here they tatled as farm
labourers for some time. In
Petlawad, Angun came in
contact with Transform Ru-
ral India’s Enterprise Facili-
tation Hub (Nan Adhikar
Kendra). She also went
through the Entreprencur-
ship Motivation Training
(EMT) and sought assis-
tance from the Nani Adhikar
Eendra team (o start @ new
business.  Aided by
Sampark, which facilitaies
loans for underserved
women, she started a busi-
ness with s 1.5 Llakh, which
she gathered from her sav-
ings and Rs 60,000 from
Sampark, She purchased
machinery and raw materi-
als for a Roi Bati’ unit and
currently carns approxi-
madely Rs 12,000 per month.
Her eamings have helped
her to build a new house
and she and her fanuly are
now living with dignity and
enjoying finsncial stability.

Bluri Sihpr.!, JTabhiaa:
39 year -old Blun Singad is
from Gunawad Village in

ASP Rajkumar Singh won two

| medals, one gold and one silver in

: open singles and open doubles event
| Constable Manoj Kumar won one
Petlawad, Jhabua, Born in | gold medal in table tennis

1984 into & poog Farmily, she I NSTRNT CORRESPONDENT VAIRNAY PACHAL R
couldn't sttend school de- Etah; 08 member team of Etah district participaied in
spite her desire o siudy | the | 6ah Inter-District Police Badminton and Table Tennis
Dhuie o o lack of imigation | Competition of 10 districts held from 1 2th October 1o | 44h
facilitics in their village, she ! October in Agra Zone, Agra. In which Additional Superin-
and her husband Raju | tendent of Police District Etah Shei Rajkumar Singh won
Singad worked as farm | two medals. one gold and one silver total (02) in open
labourers in Guparat. In sinigles and open doubles event and constable Manaj
March 2022, Bhun leamt | Kumar woen one gold medal in table tennis. On this occa-
about an empowerment | sion. Rajkumar Singh. Additional Supenntendent of Po-
program run by Transform | lice. Etah, was honored with a medal by Additional Diirec-
Rural India’s Nari Adhikar | tor General of Police. Agra Zone, Anupam Kulshrestha
Kendra and Later attended | The team was highly praised by Senior Superintendent of
a four-day Entrepreneur- | Police Shyam Narayan Singh.

ship Management Training
(EMT) in Petlawad block

|
Learning aboui 'I-'nll‘ll-'lll.l'\l BJP lﬂ'ader BﬂS&ﬂt Lﬂl
business possibilities and
Azad passes away

availoble institutional sup- |
CLES

ﬁﬂ.;ﬂ:ﬂfmﬁ ;::lhl:;r I Prayagraj: District Convener of the former body cell
band and eventually de- | o Bharatiya Janata Party. BIF leader Basant Lal Azad ji is
cided w0 sta 2 Dona Panag | suffening from bemia. Swaroop Rani has been admitted in
ileaf plate) manufacturing | the hospital for many days and his condition remains criti-

cal, District spokesperson Rajesh

Ki Sherwani said that apan from

unit. Helped by the Nari |
Addhikar Kendra beaim, she re- | "

this, Azad ji is the vice president of
Panthar Chatti Ramlila Committee,

ceived R 7000 a5 well as

technical assistance 1o :

T, L p——— l Rath Yaira coordinator of Shn

around Rs 10,000 per maonth | Jagannath h Mahotsav Committee
and many religious and social per-
sons of Prayagraj. are associated

and even funds her children's |

exducation in Indore. After ne-

paying the initial Joan, she I with institutions. Former councilor
piadRhes expand her business Basant Lal Azad ji. BIP leader and
with aloon of R | akch which I Hath Yatra coordinator of Shri
would potentially increase | Jagannaih Ji Mahotsav Commitice and Viee President of
her mesnthly c-.u'h:mgn s Rs | 3hn Pathar Chaiti Ramlila Committee, passed away. May
15100 | Ghod give place o the virtuous soul at his feet.




